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Ms. Wheelchair Michigan 2014 Shares Journey to

Parenthood

 

One common question that many people ask is, “Will I ever

become a parent?” Perhaps you are an individual with a

disability who has ever asked this question. Or maybe you

are a parent or caregiver who has wondered whether your

son or daughter would ever become a mom or dad. Ms.

Wheelchair Michigan 2014, Kelsey Kleimola, recently

shared her story and discussed this topic with UCP in our

�9�R�L�F�H�V���R�I���8�&�3 blog. Diagnosed with cerebral palsy when

she was ten months old, Kleimola has refused to let her

disability get in the way of her dreams-- including having a

family of her own. Check it out by clicking HERE!

 

 

A Simple Ramp Opens Doors

 

 

Nicholas Vanderstreet, a 14-year-old boy with CRASH

syndrome in Pawcatuck, CT, could not leave his home

without the assistance of an adult. Until recently, Nick’s

parents had to lift him and his wheelchair, each weighing

65 pounds, through their front door and across a step to a

rickety, broken metal ramp when leaving the house. The

metal ramp was being held together with duct tape for

more than a year and threatened to give way at any time.
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With Nick only getting heavier as he grew and the ramp

becoming less reliable, it appeared there would come a

time when Nick would only be able to leave the house if he

had two strong adults at hand to assist. With the help of

various agencies, such as UCP of Eastern Connecticut and

volunteers, the Vanderstreets were able to pour a concrete

pad and build a modular wooden ramp to ADA

specifications. Finally, Nick has the freedom to explore his

world and is able to leave his home to play outside

whenever he wishes. The only problem now is that Nick’s

mom, Annmarie, is concerned she will have to hang a bell

on the door so she can keep track of Nick! Learn more

about home modifications at

www.mychildwithoutlimits.org.
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News from UCP's Brave Kids
 

What Happens When Disability Becomes Just a Part

of Life?
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Scott and Kim Sussman’s video commemorating their

courtship and wedding caught UCP's eye because it

exemplifies what it means to live a life without limits. Scott

was born with a type of cerebral palsy called spastic

diplegia, which affects his lower extremities. We really

loved the video of Scott and his new wife Kim because his

disability is only referred to once and never again! Even

when Scott mentioned it, he didn’t refer to it by name. It is

simply a part of who he is, which Kim loves and accepts

along with other traits. We thought Kim’s reaction upon

hearing about Scott’s CP was the perfect way to handle

what could have been an awkward dating situation, and

she managed to also make it adorable. View Scott and

Kim’s wedding video on UCP’s �9�R�L�F�H�V���R�I���8�&�3 blog, along

with another wedding celebration-- this time, involving twin

brothers who prove that you can live with enthusiasm and

humor, even if you do need a little help sometimes. Click

HERE to check it out!

 

New Superhero with CP Catches Stan Lee’s Attention

 

UCP recently spoke with Aaron D’Errico, a young man with

cerebral palsy who is bursting with ideas to change the
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world for people with disabilities. Some of his ideas came

together in the form of a comic book superhero named

“Ammon” – a semi-autobiographical representation of

D’Errico, who is the son of professional soccer player,

David D’Errico. When he was just eleven years old, he won

the OMSI “Science of Superheroes” drawing contest and

has been working to bring Ammon to life as a narrated

motion comic to encourage reading among young people.

 His project is getting a lot of attention from professionals

and the media. Find out more about D’Errico and “Ammon”

HERE.
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Washington Wire-- Monthly Review

Do you receive �7�K�H���: �D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���: �L�U�H, UCP’s weekly

publication that provides updates on legislation, regulation,

court decisions and other issues related to the disability

community? If not, see what you may have missed below

and click HERE if you want to subscribe!

 

President Obama Signs Workforce Innovation and

Opportunity Act into Law
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On July 22, 2014, President Obama signed the Workforce

Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) into law. The bill,

which passed both the House and Senate with

overwhelming bipartisan support, aims to streamline

federal workforce programs and overhaul the job training

system for young people with disabilities. Learn more

about WIOA, and its implications related to job

training for people with disabilities.

 

Centers for Disease Control Releases Annual Report

on Improving Health of People with Disabilities

On July 16, 2014, the Centers for Disease Control’s (CDC)

National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental

Disabilities (NCBDDD) released an annual report which

shows that there are major health gaps that make it more

challenging for a portion of people with disabilities in the

United States to live the healthiest life possible. According

to the report an estimated 4 in 10 people with disabilities

are in fair or poor health. Learn more from the CDC.
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Affiliate Mission Moment: The Camp
SMILE Spirit

 

The summer camp experience is about much more than

horseback riding, kayaking and swimming in the lake. For

young people across America, summer camp is a stepping

stone on the road towards independence. Nowhere is this

more true than at Camp SMILE. Hosted by UCP of Mobile,

AL, Camp SMILE is a residential summer camp for

individuals with disabilities and their siblings. Here,

campers not only have the chance to participate in

physical activities, they also meet others whose abilities
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and life experiences are similar to their own. Read a few of

their stories on the �9�R�L�F�H�V���R�I���8�&�3 blog. 
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Announcements

Change Someone's World in One Minute

 

 

It’s time to submit your ideas for World CP Day – a global

innovation project to change the world for people with

cerebral palsy and their families. It’s designed to gather

ideas from around the world and make the best of those

ideas a reality. Visit www.worldcpday.org and post your

ideas for improving the lives of people with CP with text or

video that takes a minute or less to read or watch.

Everyone is invited to comment on ideas, vote for the ideas

they like and share them through social media or email.

World CP Day, October 1, 2014, will be a day to

brainstorm ideas and celebrate-- then, in November and

December, the best three ideas will be selected. In

January, we’ll be looking for inventors to make it happen.

Do you have a great idea that really could change the

world for people with CP in one minute? Then visit

www.worldcpday.org today to get more details and get

started!

 

Rise to the Steptember Challenge!
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Registration for this year’s Steptember challenge is well

underway at www.steptember.us. You have a just under a

month left to get your team together and register online to

begin your journey to taking 10,000 steps a day, every

day, this September. When you register, we’ll provide a

complete event kit which will help you track your steps and

other activities that count toward steps. You can even roll

your way to success! It won’t be easy, but if you ask your

friends, family members and co-workers to cheer you on by

making an online donation to your team, you’ll not only

have the motivation you need to get going, but you’ll be

helping people with disabilities and their families by

supporting the work of UCP at the same time. Get started

today at www.steptember.us.
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Sprint Relay is the proud sponsor of �)�X�O�O���6�S�H�F�W�U�X�P. Sprint Relay Services are provided to persons who
are deaf, hard of hearing, deaf-blind, or who have a speech disability, and gives these individuals the

ability to communicate with hearing persons on the phone or internet. For more information, visit
www.sprintrelay.com. For Speech to Speech users, go to www.sprintsts.com.
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